LEVEL TWO - DURING VISIT
Food and Feeding

b) Look at the drawing of the rain forest

Information: (right); draw a small gibbon shape
There are 11 species of gibbon. The largest gibbon species is the where you would expect to find a lar
siamang gibbon. Siamang gibbons consume more leaves (59%) gibbon and a big gibbon shape where
than fruit (31%) compared with the other gibbon species. you'd expect a siamang gibbon? Then

. . . label them.
Siamang gibbons are usually found in the lower canopy of the abel them

forest and have a smaller home range as they do not need to lar gibbon
travel far to find leaves. The other gibbon species have to travel
farther each day as well as forage higher in the forest canopy in
search of fruit.

siamang gibbon

Leaves provide.fewer caI_ories per pound than insects or fruit ar_1d ) At the park, look at the siamang
thereforg .the siamang gibbons must eat I{arger quantities of this gibbons and the other gibbon species.
less nutritious food. They h_ave long, specialised digestive tracts Compare the siamangs’ physical size
enabling them to eat and digest aI_I the Ieave_s and therefore as well as activity levels to the other
tend to be larger than the other gibbon species. gibbon species. Why do you think this
Leaves also contain substances such as cellulose, and even is different?

toxins, which makes them difficult to digest. Therefore, siamang
gibbons spend more time at rest than the other gibbon species
while their bodies digest these foods.

Activity:
a) Draw a line from the siamang gibbons and the lar gibbon
to the food source that forms the majority of their diet.

Follow-up exercise:

Write a diary of all the food you eat in a day and show this to
your teacher. Then make a list of all those foods that are good
for you and those that are bad for you. What food gives you
more energy? Which takes longer to digest? Are these good
for you?




